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IBC 16 RAILINGS CODE RULES 
 
All Dec-Iron railings and balcony products by The Balcony Company comply with the following 
rules established by the International Building Code. 
 
1. IBC 1015.2: Guards shall be located along open sided walking surfaces that are located more 
than 30” measured vertically to the floor or grade below at any point. 
2. IBC 1015.3: Required Guards shall be not less than 42” high with the exception of occupancies 
not more than three stories above grade within individual dwelling / single family units which 
require guards be not less than 36” high. 
3. IBC 1015.4: Required guards shall not have openings that allow passage of a sphere 4” in 
diameter. 
4. IBC 1015.5 Key Exception 1: The triangular openings at the open sides of a stair formed by the 
riser, tread and bottom rail shall not allow passage of a sphere 6” in diameter. 
5. IBC 1015.5 Key Exception 2: Elevated walking surfaces for access to and use of electrical, 
mechanical, or plumbing systems or equipment only require that a 21” sphere not fit through the 
opening. 
6. IBC 1607.8.1: Guards shall be designed to resist a linear load of 50 pounds per linear foot 
a. IBC 1607.8.1.1: Guards shall resist a concentrated load of 200 pounds. 
b. IBC 1607.8.1.2: Intermediate rails, pickets, and posts shall be designed to resist a 
concentrated load of 50 pounds. 
7. IBC 1011.11: Stairways shall have handrails on each side which comply with section 1014. 
8. IBC 1011.11 Key Exception: Stairways within dwelling units are permitted to have handrail on 
one side only. 
9. IBC 1012.8: Ramps with a rise greater than 6” shall have handrails on both sides. Handrails 
shall comply with section 1014. 
10. IBC 1014.2: Handrail height, measured above stair tread nosing’s, or finish surface of ramp 
slope, shall be uniform, not less than 34” and not more than 38”. 
11. IBC 1014.3.1 Part 1: Circular handrails shall have an outside diameter of not less than 1.25” 
and not greater than 2”. 
12. IBC 1014.3.1 Part 2: Where the handrail is not circular, it shall have a perimeter dimension of 
not less than 4” and not greater than 6.25” inches with a maximum cross-sectional dimension of 
2.25” and minimum cross-sectional dimension of 1”. 
13. IBC 1014.4: Handrail gripping surfaces shall be continuous, without interruptions by newel 
posts or other obstructions (Handrails within dwelling units are permitted to be interrupted by a 
newel post on turns and landings). 
14. IBC 1014.4 Key Exception: Handrail brackets or pickets attached to the bottom of the handrail 
that do not project horizontally beyond the sides of the handrail within 1.5” of the bottom of the 
handrail shall not be considered obstructions. 
15. IBC 1014.7: Clear space between a handrail and a wall or other surface shall be not less than 
1.5”. 
16. IBC 1607.8.1: Handrail shall be designed to resist a linear load of 50 pounds per linear foot 
a. IBC 1607.8.1.1: Handrail shall resist a concentrated load of 200 pound. 
 


